USC Annenberg School of Journalism: Core Curriculum
Online Newswriting

CLASS SCHEDULE

Week 1 – What is News?
· Overview of course: Syllabus, objectives and policies
· In-class: Diagnostic writing sample
· Lecture/Discussion: What is online news? What is the role of a Web site in a news organization? Who are online journalists? Some basics on news judgment and an introduction to headlines.
Week 2 – Basic Rules for Writing
· Lecture/Discussion

· Fundamentals of news writing: Who, what, where, when, why, how

· Intro to writing leads and promos

· Adapting print content for online

· Last week’s in-class assignment

· Homework assignments: 

· Writing assignment: Freeway Accident story

· Binder readings:

· Excerpts:  The Basic News Story; Multicultural Sensitivity; Web Writing
·  Web readings:

· “Microcontent:  How to Write Headlines, Page Titles, and Subject Lines” http://www.useit.com/alertbox/980906.html
· “How Users Read on the Web” http://www.useit.com/alertbox/9710a.html
Week 3 – Basic Rules Continued
· Lecture/Discussion

· More about headlines, promos and decks

· Review Freeway Accident story

Writing news for a multicultural, international audience. Headlines, page titles, subject lines, promos and decks. Making use of and converting print leads to online text. How users read online content and navigate the Web. Principles of page design. Basics of HTML and Web editors.

In-class assignments:

Drills on converting content and writing text online.

Homework assignments:

Home page promos with headline, deck and link

· Gang Shooting

· Fireworks Sales (video)

· Abortion Pill Bill

· Teacher Sick-Out

Binder readings:

Excerpt:  Leads and Nut Graphs

Online Promos, Refers and Teases

Textbook and Web readings:

AP Stylebook:  B, C

Woe is I:  Chapter 1 – Woe is I/Therapy for Pronoun Anxiety

Elements:  Chapter 3 – Who Journalists Work For 

Week 4 – Online Story Structure
Online story structure. Linear vs. non-linear stories. The inverted pyramid and its alternatives online. Multiple access points. Tips on how to make stories scannable (Binder W4.8). The ethics and legality of linking. How to integrate multimedia elements. Building “shells” of background content. More on interactivity.

In-class assignments:

Exercise on story structure online.

Homework assignments:

(4) online stories with promos, links and other online-only material

· Gasoline Prices (video)

· Nurse Protest Rally (audio)

· Professor Dies

· Beach Closing (video)

Binder readings:

Excerpt:  Story Structure

Textbook and Web readings:

“The Anatomy of a Story,” CNN

AP Stylebook:  D, E

Woe is I:  Chapter 2 – Pearls before Swine/Blunders with Numbers

Elements:  Chapter 4 – Journalism of Verification

Week 5 – Obits
Discuss online obits. Paid obits and “send flowers” links. Exploitation vs. convenience. Introduction to storyboarding: combining print, audio, video, graphics into Web packages. More on story structure online (Binder W7.9-14).

In-class assignments:

Write an online obit.

Homework assignments:

(1) online story package with promo and storyboard that incorporates the newspaper story

· Dr. Albert Sabin

(1) online story package with promo and storyboard that incorporates the newspaper story from Week 4 and the broadcast story from Week 5

· Nurse Protest Rally (audio)

Binder readings:

Excerpt:  Obituaries

Online Obituaries

Textbook and Web readings:

“Drug Deaths,” A Poynter Institute guide to creating an online story package

“Katherine Graham,” Washington Post

“AIDS,” South Florida Sun-Sentinel
“AIDS,” Star Tribune Online
“JFK Revisited,” Dallas Morning News
“Queen Mother,” The Guardian
“Milton Berle,” New York Times
AP Stylebook:  F, G

Woe is I:  Chapter 4 – They Beg to Disagree/Putting Verbs in Their Place

Elements:  Chapter 5 – Independence from Faction

Week 6 - Updating News
Review basics of online writing and story construction. Updating online:  wire service writing as an online model. Wire service style: B-matter, nu ledes, adds, inserts, subs, writethrus.

In-class assignments:

Updating exercise: A Plane Crash

Homework assignments:

Updating exercise: A Bridge Disaster

Binder readings:

None

Textbook and Web readings:

AP Stylebook:  H, I

Woe is I:  Chapter 5 – Verbal Music/Words on the Endangered List

Elements:  Chapter 6 – Monitor Power and Offer Voice to the Voiceless

Week 7 – Fire and Disaster Stories
Covering disasters online: Oklahoma City, Sept. 11. Web logs and “amateur” digital photographers. How to use eyewitness material while preserving credibility. More about non-linear storytelling.

In-class assignments:

Exercise on preparing an online news budget for a major breaking story.

Homework assignments:

(1) online story package with promo and storyboard that incorporates the newspaper and broadcast stories

· Founding Fathers Marina Fire (audio)

(2) online story promos with two post times; (1) online story package with storyboard that incorporates the newspaper and broadcast stories

· Disaster – Hillside Falls (video)

Binder readings:

Fires

Online Nonlinear Storytelling

Excerpt:  Disasters, Weather and Tragedies

Textbook and Web readings:

None; prepare for midterm exam

Week 8 – Midterm Exam
Week 9 – News Digests
Web logs, news digests, e-mail newsletters, listservs. Tips on how to write digests (Binder W9.7) Opinion, rumor, scandal and credibility. Who is a journalist? How do we define journalists online?

In-class assignments:

Exercise on digest writing.

Homework assignments:

(2) News Digests

· Speech

· Water Security news conference (video)

Binder readings:

Excerpt:  Speeches, News Conferences and Meetings

Online News Digests

Textbook and Web readings:

AP Stylebook:  J, K

Woe is I:  Chapter 7 – The Compleat Dangler/A Fish Out of Water

Elements:  Chapter 7 – Journalism as a Public Forum

Week 10 – Online Shells and Templates
Dealing with crime and court coverage online. More about shells and templates. Immersive technology, 360-degree perspectives and user-directed news.

In-class assignments:

Exercise in using alternative perspectives.

Homework assignments:

(1) Online story package

· The World Scholar Murder – The Crime

· The World Scholar Murder – The Trial

Binder readings:

Excerpt:  Crime and Punishment

Textbook and Web readings:

“Special Report/Israel and the Middle East,” The Guardian
“Kansas Legislature,” Topeka Capital-Journal; “Innovation in the Heartland,” Online Journalism Review
AP Stylebook:  L, M

Woe is I:  Chapter 8 – Death Sentence/Do Clichés Deserve to Die?

Elements:  Chapter 8 – Engagement and Relevance

Week 11 – Updating 
More about updating online (Binder W11.6-7)

In-class assignments:

An online updating exercise.

Homework assignments:

(3) online promos with headlines, decks, briefs, links and post times.  Use newspaper and broadcast stories.

· Earthquake (video)

Binder readings:

Updating for Online

Textbook and Web readings:

“Writing News Online,” by Jonathan Dube

AP Stylebook:  N, O

Woe is I:  Chapter 9 – The Living Dead/Let Bygone Rules Be Gone

Elements:  Chapter 9 – Make the News Comprehensive and Proportional

Week 12 – Online Graphics
Best uses of graphics (Binder W12.11). Introduction to graphics software. Combining graphics with Computer Assisted Reporting. Mapping. Interactive news applications: examples.

In-class assignments:

Graphics exercise.

Homework assignments:

(1) online story package with promo and graphics 

· To be assigned

Binder readings:

None

Textbook and Web readings:

AP Stylebook:  P, Q, R

Woe is I:  Chapter 10 – Saying is Believing/How to Write What You Mean

Elements:  Chapter 10 – Journalists Have a Responsibility to Conscience

Week 13 – Backpack Journalism 
Original content and how to pull together the complete package yourself. MSNBC and BBC examples.

In-class assignments:

Assemble a major story from various components and build a multimedia page.

Homework assignments:

Elements of Journalism essay

Binder readings:

None

Textbook and Web readings:

AP Stylebook:  S, T
Week 14 – Holiday (No Class)
Homework assignments:

Bring back one feature story idea that could become an online multimedia package. Be prepared to present in class.

Binder readings:

None

Textbook and Web readings:

AP Stylebook:  U, V, W, X, Y, Z

Week 15 – Review
Review for final exam.

In-class assignments:

Discuss feature story ideas from Holiday Break; storyboard ideas.

Homework assignments:

None

Binder readings:

None

Textbook and Web readings:

None

FINAL EXAM
