USC Annenberg School of Journalism: Core Curriculum
Introduction to Online Journalism

CLASS SCHEDULE 

WEEK 1
Class Topic: Future of News 

· Review syllabus, discuss the semester ahead

· An overview of online publishing and history of new media

· A review of platforms: Web sites, blogs, wikis, cell phones, Ipods and electronic paper or tablets

· The role of discussion communities and grassroots journalism

· Who is a journalist? What is the role of the journalist in new media?
· A discussion of the future of news: Will print and broadcast survive?
Readings: 

· AP Stylebook “Internet” section

· Principles of Graphic Design   http://www.mundidesign.com/
· “Color, Contrast and Dimension”   http://www.poynterextra.org/cp/index.html
WEEK 2
Class Topic: Tools of the Trade

· Overview: The technology of online publishing

· Internet architecture, the server/client relationship, the importance of broadband

· Class workshop on the basics of HTML
Readings:

· HTML Tutorial: http://www.w3schools.com/html/default.asp
· “Top 10 Mistakes in Web Design,” by Jacob Nielsen 

                http://www.useit.com/alertbox/9605.html
WEEK 3
Class Topics: Engaging in Online Communities; Photojournalism Online
· Blogs, Wikis, Discussion Groups

· Why is video so popular online? YouTube and MySpace

· HTML lab, tables and graphics; Introduction to Photoshop

Assignment:

      Photoshop tutorials: 

· http://www.midc.purdue.edu/ics/training/tutorials/photoshop/tutorialpages/1.htm
· http://www.designsbymark.com/freetips/ps/pstips.html
· http://www.mccannas.com/pshop/photosh0.htm
WEEK 4
Quiz on basics of HTML

Class Topics: Visual Culture Online

· The balance between text, photos, video, graphics

· News packages and shells; Introduction to storyboarding and navigation

· Database design and navigation – converting storyboards into Web pages

· Lab on Photoshop

Assignment: Working with Photoshop – making your first logo 

Readings:

    Internet IQ Checklist for Journalists:

        http://www.poynter.org/column.asp?id=32&aid=3086
WEEK 5
Quiz on News Packages and AP Internet Style/Web Terminology

Class Topic: Database Design and Graphics Elements

· Usability and linking

· Examples of graphics

· Using clip art and how to place on pages

· Workshop on Photoshop and video
Assignments: Create a Web news page with photos and links to video
Readings:

· http://www.w3.org/MarkUp/Guide/Overview.html
· http://www.w3.org/MarkUp/Guide/Advanced.html
WEEK 6
Class Topic: Assembling the Web Site

· Writing text blocks, describing and checking links

· Storing data online: Introduction to databases

· Lab on Web production, databases
Assignment: Research story ideas for your news Web site and be prepared to discuss them in class
Readings:

·        http://www.w3.org/MarkUp/Guide/Style.html
WEEK 7
Quiz on Photoshop and use of photos

Class Topic: Audio and Video for the Web

· Internet reporting – tape machines, cameras, transmission technology

· How to capture sound and images that work on the Web

· Video links and segments

· Editing tools for audio and video
· Workshop on video and audio editing; storyboarding and navigation

Assignment: Begin design and storyboarding of news Web site
WEEK 8
Class Topic: The Multimedia Story – Adding Video to News Packages

· Basics of photojournalism

· Video techniques that work online

· Lab session on Web site project, use of software in online production

Assignment: Prepare draft of news Web site both online and in storyboard format.
WEEK 9
PRESENT DRAFT OF NEWS WEB SITE (Takes Place of Midterm Exam)
Class Topic: More About Multimedia Packages

· Maps, timelines, background information, history, links to relevant sites.

· How to use reporting tools in the field – the online interview

· Creating allies – the Citizen Journalist as stringer, content provider

· Workshop on taking Final Project to the next level – refresher on HTML, Photoshop, editing software, Web design

Assignment: Continue working on Final Project; begin reporting, gathering multimedia elements. 
WEEK 10

Class Topic: Writing by Committee

· Introduction to Wikis and Discussion Groups

· The audience as participant in the news process
· The concept of commons and open source

· Creating new public spaces: a new vision of convergence

· Discussion and workshop on your Web site

Assignment: Continue gathering content for Web Site

WEEK 11
Quiz on page creation, design and multimedia elements

Class Topic: Community News

· Using new media tools to cover a neighborhood

· Ubiquitous computers: Web cams, kiosks, local wikis, building local histories through interviews

· Engaging the community in grassroots journalism

· More class discussion on Final Project, progress reports

Assignments: Continue reporting and image/information gathering for Final Project; work on integrating multimedia elements, creating shell items.
WEEK 12

Class Topic: Theoretical Underpinnings of New Media

· Ethical issues unique to Cyberspace

· Libel issues and jurisdictions

· Copyright and Fair Use – the limits to aggregation and decollage

· Final Project lab

Assignment: Continue production on Final Project
Reading: Niles.com – “Finding Data on the Internet”

WEEK 13
Class Topics: Finding Reliable Information and Data on the Internet

· Search guidelines and how to use search engines

· How to sort truth from fiction, editorial content from marketing and advertising

· Beware of urban myths, traps, pitfalls and swindles

· Computer Assisted Reporting – databases, Excel and going from numbers to stories.

· Workshop on CAR – finding, retrieving and placing campaign contributions into a spreadsheet; boiling down data

Assignment: Continue Final Project production
WEEK 14
Quiz on searching, online sources and search exercise

Class Topic: Writing Breaking News for the Internet

· Briefs and bulletins: converting print and broadcast text for new media

· Writing fast – how to maintain accuracy and check facts on deadline

· Differences between traditional print writing and new media writing

· The problem of writing for screens and small spaces, such as cell phones

· In-class exercise on writing news briefs and bulletins; a speed competition

Assignment: Pull multimedia elements together for Final Project and prepare a draft for class presentation
WEEK 15
Class Topics: Jobs in Online Media

· Could online journalism be your future?

· What employers are looking for

· What are the best jobs and how to get them
· Combo storytellers – the Backpack Journalists
· Review of course, presentation of draft multimedia stories

Assignment: Finish Final Project

FINAL EXAM: Final Project Due
