USC Annenberg School of Journalism: Core Curriculum

Introduction to Computer-Assisted Reporting

CLASS SCHEDULE
Week 1:     Course Overview/Syllabus Review




What is Computer-Assisted Reporting (CAR)?




Why is CAR important

Numbers in the news


Diagnostic math test


Readings:  Cohen, Chapter 2

Week 2:    Math for Journalists




Simple math and why you need to know it




Means, medians and modes




Percentage changes




Reporting basic statistics and polls

Homework: Start CAR Assignment #5 – Listservs -- sign up for e-mail listserv.

Week 3:  Math test




In-class:  math test




Readings:  Houston, Chapters 1 and 2; Cohen, Chapter 4
Week 4: Turning numbers into news




How to turn numbers into news

The Census




2000 Census city profiles

Finding 2000 Census data for communities with American Fact Finder

Homework: CAR Assignment #1  

Using the U.S. Census

Readings: Cohen, Chapters 5-6

Week 5: Polls; Public records





Discussion of polling

What is a public record? How do public records relate to computers?





Readings:  Houston, Chapter 3
Week 6: Introduction to Excel



Creating a spreadsheet




Entering and formatting data

            Simple formulas and sorting

Homework: CAR Assignment #2 – Create a spreadsheet

of crime data for your city and surrounding cities.

Readings:  CAR/Excel

Week 7: Excel skills, part 2, handling crime data




Importing online data




Rates and ratios




Filtering and subtotals demo

In-class:  Import crime data for Los Angeles

County from Attorney General's Office

Homework:  Assignment #3: Compare crime rates from city to city, and city to county, and propose ways of using this information in a story.


Week 8: Excel III; intro to campaign contributions

Pivot tables and charts

In-class:  Los Angeles City campaign contributions.

Homework: Assignment #4

Readings: Go through your school district Web site . Find sets of data about the schools and students. Assess which data sets would be most useful to a reporter and bring your list to the next class for discussion.

Week 9: Handling school data




The top sets of data to consider when covering schools




and how to think about them.

Homework: Assignment #6: Analyze data for your school district and propose ways of using it in a story.
Week 10: Introduction to Access





Discuss Access vs. Excel





Run through basic Access exercises 1 and 2





(www.ire.org/carbook)

Week 11: Access Skills, Part II, handling campaign contributions





Table joins; Exercise 3 at ire.org/carbook





In-class: Run a table join from FEC data. Join PAC





and individual contribution.





Readings: Houston, Chapter 8

Week 12: Building a database; finding and requesting data





In class: Build a database of plane crashes





using preliminary accident reports at faa.gov





Discuss record layouts as roadmaps to databases,





basic information on requesting and reviewing data

Week 13: Review for final

Week 14: Final exam (In-Class)
